Psychiatric comorbidity in adolescent inpatients with substance use disorders.
To assess DSM-III-R Axis I and Axis II co-occurrence and comorbidity in adolescent inpatients with substance use disorders (SUD). A consecutive series of 138 adolescent inpatients were reliably assessed with structured diagnostic interviews for Axis I disorders and Axis II personality disorders. To determine significant co-occurrence of diagnoses, comparisons were between 69 patients with SUD and 69 patients without SUD. Disruptive behavior disorders were diagnosed significantly more frequently in patients with SUD than in those without SUD. Conduct disorder was diagnosed more frequently and oppositional defiant disorder was diagnosed less frequently in the SUD patients than in the non-SUD patients. Anxiety disorders were diagnosed less frequently in the SUD group. Cluster B personality disorders and borderline personality disorder were diagnosed more frequently in the SUD group. The findings replicate previous research showing high rates of co-occurrence of other psychiatric disorders in adolescent inpatients with SUD. The use of a relevant psychiatric comparison group allows for finer distinctions regarding significant comorbidity and the psychopathological implications thereof.